
Home Sunday Worship for May 10, 2020 (Mother’s Day) 
 

 
Call to Worship 
Brothers and sisters, come and worship! 
For we are a chosen people, 
royal priests, a holy nation. 
God’s very own family! 
Let us proclaim together the goodness of God, 
who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light! 
 
Prayer 
Father God, you are our refuge in times of trouble and our shelter when we are afraid. 
In you alone we trust. 
In you we see our way forward and discover what is authentic. 
In you we find abundant life. 
And so we offer you our worship and love  
as the Father God who creates and gives life to the world, 
as the Son of God who preached the truth of the good news, 
and the Holy Spirit who guides us; this day and always. Amen. 
 
Steadfast and loving God, 
we confess that while we know Christ is the way, the truth and the life, we have often failed to 
follow him. We sometimes doubt his wisdom and truth. Rather than live the life he offers, we carve 
out our own paths and pursue our own desires. Forgive us for the many ways we have fallen short 
of your purpose for our lives. Give us courage to follow Jesus, who continues to show us the way. 
 
Friends, do not let your hearts be troubled; know that, in Christ, you are forgiven. Accept God’s 
grace and forgiveness this day, and extend it to others for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
1Pe 2:2-10 (NIV)  Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation,  [3]  now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.  [4]  As you come to him, the living Stone—
rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him—  [5]  you also, like living stones, are being built 
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.  [6]  For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the 
one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  [7]  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But 
to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,"  [8]  and, "A stone 
that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the 
message—which is also what they were destined for.  [9]  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light.  [10]  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 



2 

Prayer for Understanding 
Gracious God, as we listen to the words of Scripture, open our hearts and minds with the gift of 
your Holy Spirit. By the Spirit’s power, move in us so that we follow your way more closely, know 
your truth more fully, and share in your gift of life more abundantly, through Christ, your Living 
Word. Amen. 
 
Sermon 
When I first came to accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour in my early teens the Holy Spirit 
so overwhelmed me that I felt a sense of euphoria and perfect peace. The whole world was perfect 
and I was perfectly happy and content with life. It was the most wonderful experience I’ve ever 
had. Jesus felt so real, so near, with so much love that I couldn’t contain the excitement yet still 
very much at peace and so calm.  
Peter is talking to the early church in Asia Minor and reminding them of what they experienced in 
receiving new life through Jesus.  
 
Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,  
He is comparing it to a new born baby. A new Christian is born again like a baby a spiritual baby.  
And like a newborn you have to start off with baby food. Milk or spiritual milk.  
It means you have lots of growing up to do, lots of changes, whether they be easy or difficult. 
But you can’t stay where you are, you have to grow up. 
 
Often times, we get that confused with our insistence about tolerance, acceptance of individual 
rights, freedom of thought and expression, personal character and habits, moral values and so 
on… We are not willing to change and we insist that it is perfectly within my rights to demand that I 
do not change and that others recognize and authenticate it by giving me their approval for my 
rights to remain the same.  
 
To be fed spiritual milk means you are growing up. It is discipleship. You are growing up to be 
Christ like. So everything is fair game for change. There is absolutely nothing that can be reserved 
or protected from the demand for change and growth. If it is in conflict with what it means for us to 
be Christ like, to be a disciple of Jesus Christ then it must change and we must grow.  
So this is where submission to God’ Word, humility and obedience comes into play.  
 
And verse [3]  now that you have tasted that the Lord is good 
The reason and motivation behind why a Christian is instructed to take baby steps in growing and 
maturing is because of how good it is. You’ve tasted how good Salvation in the Lord is. To grow 
and to mature is good and it’s going to get better. That is discipleship. Discipleship and obedience 
and humility and the commitment to be Christ like is not a chore, not like going to the dentist to 
have a root canal. It is a complete and utter joy. It is life affirming. It is pure peace. 
It is our calling in life to grow step by step.  
 
[4]  As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to 

him—  [5]  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  [6]  For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in 
Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."   
So rich theologically. Jesus is the focal point that makes everything turn around and work. God the 
Father chose him to be the sacrifice for our sin. When we accept and receive the everlasting life 
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Jesus offers we are included into the house of God with royal pedigree, priests. God’s plan and 
promise is that if you accept the work of sacrifice Jesus has done for you you will be saved. 
 
[7]  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone,"  [8]  and, "A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes 
them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.   
But we have a choice. People are free to choose. God gave us the gift of free will. We must 
choose or reject God and Jesus and the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Otherwise, it would not be 
salvation and we would simply be preprogrammed robots having no part in the decision process.  
And Peter says, humanity from its origin has rejected Christ, the cornerstone. The focal point of 
Salvation and the key that makes it possible for us to enter into a loving relationship with God the 
Father is the work of Jesus. From our origin we have rejected this.   
 
[9]  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  [10]  Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 
We are so familiar with this passage aren’t we? To be the holy nation, a priesthood means we are 
sacred, sin forgiven, and people belonging to God. We appreciate that, we are thankful for that and 
it is reassuring for us to know that this special privilege of moving out of dark into light is offered to 
us by God’s grace.  
When I am hiking on the Island and if I get lost or lose my bearing I always reference where I am 
by where I started from and where I am going and try to envision a straight line. I need to know 
where I started as reference for me to know where I need to go. The two points are directly related 
to each other.  
In order for us to fully appreciate what it means for us to called a royal priesthood, we must first 
appreciate who we were. We rejected God, we disobeyed God, and we lived in darkness. But 
because of Christ has done for us on the cross we are now the people of light. 
To look back means to comprehend the absolute impossibility of how we can move from, change 
from or grow from death because of sin into life because of Jesus. How is that possible? 
It isn’t. It is impossible.  
Our only answer is that because of God’s love for us. God’s love and Jesus’ death and 
resurrection and the work of illumination and revelation of the Holy Spirit makes it possible.  
It that a good thing or not? The early Christians experienced this good thing. You have 
experienced this good thing. And some of you may still be waiting to taste the goodness of the 
offer of Salvation.  
Give God thanks for the new life you have tasted and grow in your salvation. Grow up and change. 
Be more Christ like this week. 
For those of you sitting on the fence, consider where you were and look back and look forward the 
the possibility of the goodness that God now offers you. Place your life into the hands of Jesus and 
accept the offer of being included in the the holy nation of God. 
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Prayer of Dedication 
Generous God, we bless you for your gift of life renewed through Christ’s love and through 
springtime growth in fields and gardens. Bless the gifts we bring to you. May they offer hope and 
renewal in the world you love as we serve in the name of your greatest gift, Jesus Christ, our Risen 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
God of power and might, who raised Jesus from the dead,  
you free our hearts from trouble and prepare a place of joyful for all your children. 
And so we thank you for your promise and your peace which we need so desperately these days. 
 
In Christ, we know you as the way. 
You deliver all who turn to you in moments of challenge or uncertainty. 
We pray for those who feel lost or alone, those who live with great anxiety and doubt  
and any who are fearful of what tomorrow might bring… 
 
Father God, open the eyes of those who are struggling  
so that they can see that there is a new way filled with hope for them, 
with the promise of rest and renewal. 
 
In Christ, we know you as the truth. 
You reveal the falsehood and lies that ensnare us in these confusing times. 
We pray for those who have put their faith in false hope and flimsy promises,  
those who are deceived by the fabrications of the power hungry  
and any who are misled by distortions and twisted claims that circulate each day… 
 
God of the Truth, reveal the shallowness of things that distract or mislead us  
and empower us to see what is true. 
 
In Christ, we know you as the life. 
You promise to overcome all that is rooted in death and decay 
by your resurrecting power. 
We pray for people who struggle with illness or grief  
and all who live with deep sadness, depression or hopelessness. 
We pray for those for whom each day seems like a chore,  
and those for whom opportunities for abundant life are cut down by acts of discrimination or the 
loss of what seemed like security just weeks ago… 
 
God of all Life and each life, heal those who are suffering 
and make your justice known in our land. 
 
Help each of us and your whole church to follow in the footsteps of Christ  
so that in our living and loving, your kingdom of justice and love is revealed. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray… 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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Benediction 
You are a baptized people, 
a community of hope, 
the new race dedicated to doing the unlikely deeds of grace, 
and sometimes even taking on the impossible. 
 
Thanks be to Christ, 
whose power is made perfect in human weakness. 
 
The blessing of the Creator, Redeemer and Inspirer 
will always be with you. 


