
Home Sunday Worship for Aug. 23, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship  
We give you thanks, O Lord, with all our hearts 
for your faithful love ensures forever. 
We sing your praise, O Lord, with all our might 
for your promises speak of your goodness to all the earth. 
We place our trust in you, O Lord, with full confidence 
for your salvation continues from generation to generation. 
And so we come to worship you, O Lord, and lift up our hearts in praise. 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
Eternal God, 
you are the same yesterday, today and tomorrow, 
and yet you come to us afresh each new day. 
You breathe new life into what has grown tired and discouraged. 
You offer healing for what is broken and worn.  
You restore hope for what seems impossible.  
You are the source of life and love for us and all your creatures, 
And so we worship you as Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and always. Amen. 
 
Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your purposes. 
You set a path for us to follow, but we conform to the ways of this world. 
You offer us your transforming love, but we cling to familiar patterns and habits. 
You give each of us gifts to use for the work of your kingdom,  
but we wait for others to do what needs doing. 
Forgive us for taking the easy way out and failing to serve you with eager hearts. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn us? Only Christ – and Christ died for us. 
Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free by 
God’s generous grace. So let us make a fresh start today! 
 
Scripture Reading:  
Act 9:32-43 (NIV)  As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord's people who lived in 
Lydda.  33  There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight 
years.  34  "Aeneas," Peter said to him, "Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat." Immediately 
Aeneas got up.  35  All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.  36  In Joppa 
there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping 
the poor.  37  About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs 
room.  38  Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to 
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him and urged him, "Please come at once!"  39  Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken 
upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing 
that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.  40  Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got 
down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, "Tabitha, get up." She opened her 
eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up.  41  He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for 
the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive.  42  This became known all over Joppa, 
and many people believed in the Lord.  43  Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon. 
 
Sermon: (Rev. John Paeng, Minister at St. Columba) 
We have been studying the Book of Acts off and on for the past several months. It has been 
enriching for me to get an overview look of the how the early church started, the necessity and the 
powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit, the plan of how God intends for the Gospel to spread to the 
ends of the world, how the disciples are empowered and equipped to be effective missionaries, the 
witness of martyrdom and unexpected conversions of the most unlikely characters like Saul, and 
so forth.  
 
The first half of chapter 9 was the story of the most vigilant and impassioned opposition to the 
spread of the Gospel, Saul. His conversion was fantastic and miraculous and even though he is 
now converted and begins to preach the Gospel the rest of the leadership of the disciples in 
Jerusalem are very hesitant to include Paul. And Barnabas comes to the rescue to testify to the 
legitimacy of Paul’s conversion and only then is he excepted and is given permission to preach.  
 
9:31 concludes,  Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was 
strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. 
 
-the work of sharing the Gospel continues on and many are coming to Christ and to follow the way. 
And we also note that at every step of the early church the work of the Holy Spirit is an absolute 
necessity and an integral part of the history. Not only is the work of the Holy Spirit historical in the 
life of the early church but that work continues on throughout history and in our churches today and 
in our lives as modern day disciples of Jesus Christ still commissioned to preach the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth.  
 
Much of the rest of the the Book of Acts will follow the missionary work of the Apostle Paul, but 
before that the latter half of chapter 9 tells the story of Peter’s visit to the saints around the 
Palestinian area. The writer of the book Luke outlines the ministry of Peter that begins with the 
Jews in Judea that that he also participated in the movement of the spread of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles in baptizing Cornelius in chapter 10.  
And in our passage today we read two miraculous healings by Peter among the many that Peter 
performed through his ministry. 
 
Peter is visiting Lydda (40km northwest of Jerusalem on the way to the seaside town of Joppa on 
the Mediterranean Sea). And he is quoted to be visiting “the saints” (hagioi) root meaning “holy”. 
Basically, Peter is visiting the group of people who are God’s people, those who are separated as 
God’s people. So it is not a specific group or an organization Peter is going to see but he intends to 
visit with the faithful worshippers in the area in general.  
In the town of Lydda Peter finds a man who had been paralyzed for 8 years is healed by the 
ministry of Peter. And from the near seaside town of Joppa directly west, disciples hear news of 
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Peter’s ministry and they send two men to bring Peter to Joppa because Tabitha a very faithful 
disciple is dead. Peter rushes to Tabitha brings her back to life again and he stays in town at the 
home of a local tanner Simon.  
 
In both examples of healing Aeneas and Tabitha the key emphasis is on Christ. It is Christ who 
heals. It is Christ who is the answer to prayer in time of need and trouble. The message is 
Christocentric. Christ-centered.  
He tells Aeneas “Jesus Christ heals you”. Before Tabitha is brought back to life again Peter kneels 
in prayer.  
The results on the healings are also the same. After Aeneas’ healing we read that “All those who 
lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.” 
When Tabitha is brought back to life again we read that “many people believed in the Lord.” 
 
Christ is the beginning and the end. In our times of hurting, pain and desperate need, we must be 
a people who are Christ-centered. Our outlook and perspective on life regardless of the 
circumstances good or bad must always be centered around the lordship of Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour and Healer.   
 
These are stories of transformation. Stories of change from sickness to health, from impure to 
purity, and from death to life.  
The demonstration of the healing power of God to those who are poor and weak is the testimony of 
God’s kingdom that is being preaching to the people of Israel. The healing powers shows the 
reality of God’s kingdom and the Gospel that offers salvation from sin and death with the gift of 
forgiveness of sin and eternal life. 
 
The story we read today is about physical healing, physical transformation from paralysis to 
mobility and from death to life. But this is also a story of the possibilities when we are Christ 
centered in our daily lives. It is pointing to the ultimate miracle of forgiveness of sin, the gift of a 
new life and the kingdom of God.  
It is a message of hope for all of us, all of humanity that in Jesus Christ there is salvation, there is 
help, there is healing with eternal consequences. 
 
Friends you are a people of transformation. You have been healed from the inside out. You are 
healed from sin and death. You are now a living testimony and proof of the miracle that has 
already occurred in your heart. And when transformed people go into the world to witness of the 
glory of God’s kingdom in Jesus name, others will be healed and many will come to know the Lord. 
 
I encourage you to go now to care for others who are sick, pray for them and minister to them in 
the name of Jesus.     
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Father God, you equip your people with gifts to work for your kingdom, bringing justice, healing 
and peace to every land and community. 
 
You give the gift of serving, O God, in the example of your Son Jesus. Help us to use this gift to 
serve those who have been cast aside by structures of power and privilege. Increase our 
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awareness of the poor and suffering. May the abundance we share in our country touch every life 
and community in this land. 
 
God of wisdom, you give the gift of teaching. Help us to use this gift to ensure that every child has 
access to education and opportunity. Be with every teacher and every student in the coming 
months as schools adapt to the challenges of COVID-19. Support creative teaching and diligent 
learning in every school and centre for learning. 
 
God of hope, you give the gift of encouragement. Help us to use this gift to hearten all who are 
struggling in these difficult days. Bless us with words and actions to bring comfort to all who morn, 
to those coping with mental or physical illness, and to any who feel isolated or left behind. 
 
God of purpose and promise, you give the gift of leadership. Help us to use this skill to build up our 
communities and model respectful ways of living and loving. Show us how our churches can be 
places of support within our neighbourhoods. 
 
God of love, you give the gift of kindness. Help us be kind to all who cross our paths, even those 
who anger or upset us. Teach us to be forgiving and reconciling in all our relationships. 
 
We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ who taught us to pray… 
 
Our Father who art in heaven. Hallow be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom the power and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
As you leave this place, remember this: 
God causes everything to work together 
for the good of those who love God 
and are called according to His purpose for them. 
So go with confidence to love and serve God. 
And may the love of God, 
the grace of Jesus Christ, 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
be with you wherever you find yourself this week. 
Amen. 


