
Home Sunday Worship for July 19, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship  
We gather in the presence of God to worship and praise. 
We gather in joy and expectancy surrounded by God’s created beauty and wonder. 
Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening; 
And speak your Word of life to us, O God. 
 
Prayer 
Father God, in you we live and move and have our being: 
You alone have been our help and guide through good times and bad. 
You alone give us the strength we need to face the challenges around us. 
You alone will be rest for our bodies and souls. 
To you we turn for wisdom; 
in your presence we will find the peace and comfort we long for. 
Fill us with your Spirit in this time of worship; 
Open our minds and hearts,  
so that we may see as you see, love as you love,  
and follow your ways for the sake of Christ our Lord. 
 
God who sees and knows our inmost thoughts and our thoughtless actions, 
The truth of our lives is this: 
we are often impetuous and do not seek your wisdom; 
we are often stubborn and do not practice mercy; 
we are often arrogant and do not act with love; 
we are often anxious and do not trust in you. 
Forgive who we have been, amend who we are, and direct who we shall be 
For the sake of Christ, our Lord. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Dear friends, remember that God is slow to be angry and quick to forgive; kind and gracious to all. 
Know that your sins are forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ, and forgive those who have 
sinned against you as he taught us. 
 
Scripture Reading: Acts 8: 26-40  
Act 8:26-40 (NIV)  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza."  27  So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an 
important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means "queen of the Ethiopians"). This 
man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,  28  and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book 
of Isaiah the prophet.  29  The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  30  Then Philip ran 
up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" 
Philip asked.  31  "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him.  32  This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: "He was led like a sheep to 
the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  33  In his humiliation 
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he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth."  34  The 
eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?"  35  Then 
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  36  As they 
traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. What can stand 
in the way of my being baptized?"  38  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  39  When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way 
rejoicing.  40  Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns 
until he reached Caesarea. 
 
Sermon: “Conversion of the Ethiopian” (Rev. John Paeng) 
The story of the Ethiopian eunuch is a testimony of the power of the Gospel and what good can 
come from it.  
In the previous section of chapter 8 Philip is sharing the Gospel to the Samaritans and now he is 
instructed by the Angel of the Lord to go south to a desert road which was southwest of Jerusalem. 
His partners Peter and John have returned to Jerusalem to continue to preach the Gospel to many 
in Samaritan villages.  
So you notice right off the bat that the spread of the Gospel is going beyond the Jews to the 
Samaritans and now even further to the Ethiopian.  
 
First thing we notice is that Philip does not speak in this passage to the Angel of the Lord. His only 
reaction is to obey this apparently strange order to go to a dessert road away from people and 
from the city center. However, Philip obeys.  
In our life as disciple, I wonder how we practice listening to the voice of God and the seemingly 
strange orders we hear? Do we speak first and layout a 10 step strategic plan for evangelism and 
church management that promises to fix all that ails a declining church membership and the 
church budget? And seek for approval for the earnest action plans we’ve laid out? Do we find 
ourselves jumping the gun ahead of God’s leading and fail to heed our ears to the voice of God 
and his guidance for our churches and for our personal faith journeys?  
Now that does not mean we should never plan for anything. But how do we know if our planning 
follows the direction from the Holy Spirit? Out of obedience no matter how strange it may sound?  
I think it starts with an attitude, determination and resolve to be listening and reflection more than 
to be acting and implementing. And I believe that God will honor that commitment to be seeking his 
voice and he will speak into our church and our lives.  And today we will talk about how stragegy 
and a plan can come after obedience.  
 
As Philip obeys, he meets an Ethiopian eunuch. There is differing opinions among the scholars as 
to whether he was literally a eunuch or not. The same word was also used to refer to a highly 
trusted official in the royal court. One thing for sure is that he is a high official akin to the Finance 
Minister in Ethiopia.  
Ethiopia is referred to as Cush in the Old Testament and it corresponds to a region known as 
Nubia. This area covers our modern day regions of southern Egypt and northern Sudan. The 
ancient texts considered the Ethiopians to be living in the ends of the earth. So you can appreciate 
the natural progression of the spreading of the Gospel. Acts 1: 8 “But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This is a fulfillment Jesus’ promise.  
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Only the well to do had chariots in those days and the Ethiopian was most likely, as was the 
common practice at the time, reading out loud. Philip had to muster up a lot of courage and 
boldness to approach such a high official in the middle of the road.  
Philip asks him if he understands what he is reading to which the reply is “someone needs to 
explain it to me.”  
Wow, here is a fantastic chance to share the good news. The Ethiopian is open and seeks to learn 
and he needs help to understand one of the most popular messianic passages in the Old 
Testament from Isa. 53:7-8. The Lord’s servant is unjustly humiliated and suffers. And the 
Ethiopians quandary as to be expected is just who is this suffering servant of the Lord?  
And this is the wonderful Spirit led opportunity to share the gospel.  
The Ethiopian then comes up with the suggestion to be baptized right there and then. Perhaps 
Philip spoke to him about baptism and the eunuch’s desire to be baptized was genuine. As soon 
as Philip baptizes the eunuch the Spirit of the Lord takes him away suddenly and he reappears 
next time in Azotus about 20 miles away. And Philip continues to do the work of a passionate 
evangelist traveling north until he reaches Caesarea. Although not mentioned by Luke, Irenaeus in 
his second century writing mentions Philip as becoming a missionary to the Ethiopians.  
 
No doubt our passage highlights the importance of evangelism and especially personal 
evangelism. We know the value of personal evangelism as being integral to church growth and 
health.  
Here are some key points for us to take away as we reflect on a lifestyle of evangelism, not as an 
option for the Christian but as integral and necessary. 
 
-Witnessing and personal evangelism is a fundamental part of the Christian lifestyle. Sometimes 
we may be led to put the load on a “specialist” someone hired to do the job, the minister, the elder, 
the Session, the associate minister, or the outreach committee etc… 
But we must understand that a lifestyle of looking for opportunities to share the gospel is basic to 
what makes me to be a disciple of Jesus. 
 
Ajith Fernando mentions the following points about evangelism 
-Obedience means we live a lifestyle of witness. Evangelism is not handing out pamphlets on the 
street corner or knocking on doors only. We learn from Philip that he did nothing other than to be 
quiet and to listen and when the angel of the Lord spoke he obeyed. The first step is to be Spirit 
led and you will be equipped and empowered to do the job well.  
-Prepare to witness across cultures. The Great Commandment from Acts 1:8 is that the gospel will 
be preached to the ends of the earth. The early missionaries were committed and devoted to travel 
into foreign and unfamiliar lands to share the gospel.  
I remember when I was a missionary to Uzbekistan for 5 years. I did nothing but learn the 
language and the culture for over 31/2 years before establishing church planting and worship 
music ministry. I don’t consider my work as a missionary as being separate to by identity as a 
Christian but that it was because of it that it naturally progressed to working cross culturally to 
share the gospel.  
-Witnessing into hearts prepared by God. One thing the story of the Ethiopian eunuch teaches us 
about how God works is that even before Philip spoke the Ethiopian’s heart was already prepared 
by God. He was seeking and open to the gospel.  
Leighton Ford in his book “Good News Is for Sharing” writes about a young pastor who led a 
hardened criminal in jail to Christ. The man said to the preacher, “don’t get too big in your head 
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because you led to accept Christ. You are just the 25th man.” When asked what that means he 
said, “there were 24 others before you who shared the gospel with me.” Meaning his conversion 
was impacted by 24 people continually being prepared before the pastor to complete the witness.  
-Witness starts at the point of their question. The Ethiopian was struggling to understand the 
Messianic passage in Isaiah and it led Philip to start a conversation with him. Look for points of 
questions and struggles in others and it may be the starting point in your work as an evangelist. 
-And lastly, your witness is based on the Bible. The information you share the content of the gospel 
is based on the Bible. All our reflections and comments must be based on the Bible. We must be 
biblically based evangelists.  
 
Bible says that evangelism is a gift of the spirit and God has given the Church the gifts of the body 
which we find in 1 Cor. 12. May todays reflection encourage you to consider the gift of evangelism 
to the Church of Jesus Christ and to give God thanks for this precious gift.  
 
Prayer of Dedication  
Generous Father, out of your love and compassion you gift us with new life in your Son Jesus 
Christ and a life of abundance. We are ever so grateful for the bounty with which we live. We are 
aware of the imbalance of sharing of wealth and resources in our world. May our offering 
contribute to furthering your work of inviting others into the new life you offer. In Jesus name we 
pray. Amen.  

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession (Cherilynn Toll, St. Columba elder) 
Father God, we come before you today with grateful hearts for the love you so freely give to us 
each and every day. We thank you for the blessings that you bestow on us (even when we may 
not recognize them as such), for family, friends and acquaintances who lift us up when we are in 
need of support. We thank you for the beauty that surrounds us and we praise you for gifting us 
with such a beautiful world. 
 
Lord, we know that people throughout the world are living in a time of great uncertainty. War, 
famine, and natural disasters continue to befall your people, and Covid-19 is causing a great deal 
of fear and grief. May you calm fears and use us to reach out to those who are hurting. May we, 
your Church, be a calming presence in the midst of so much confusion. 
 
Psalm 145: 18-19 tell us that “The Lord is near to all who call upon him, to all who call upon him in 
truth. He fulfils the desire of all who fear him, he also hears their cry, and saves them.” 
 
So, today, Father God, we pray for our world leaders, healthcare organizations, and the medical 
community as they try to work out how best to proceed. May you give them wisdom and insight. 
 
We pray for first responders, doctors and nurses who are on the frontlines doing all they can to 
keep people alive. May you give them strength and courage. 
 
We pray for those essential workers who keep working in order that we might live life as normally 
as possible. 
 



5 

We pray for all those who are struggling with unemployment, with trying to home school their 
children, with trying to meet the emotional and financial needs of their loved ones (and themselves) 
in the midst of all this uncertainty. 
 
We pray for our pastors and others in ministry as they seek to minister to their flock and to their 
communities. Please give them knowledge and insight as they share your love. 
 
We pray for the families of those who have fallen ill or passed away. May they be comforted in their 
grief.  
 
We pray for those in our congregations who are dealing with physical and or mental illnesses, 
loneliness, anxiety, etc. May they know your presence in their lives and be comforted. 
 
Loving God, thank you for hearing our prayers. As the coming week unfolds, may we honour you in 
all that we do through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
Please join me in the saying of the Lord’s Prayer… 
 
 “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by your name. 
 Your kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
 forever. Amen.”    
 
Benediction 
May God the Father watch over you all the days of your life, may the Jesus the Son empower you 
to live and serve the Good News and may the Holy Spirit encourage you to remain faithfully on the 
path that God has set before you now and forevermore. Amen.  
 


