
Home Sunday Worship for May 3, 2020 
 

 
Call to Worship 
Let us worship God in the name of Jesus Christ, the good shepherd, 
who offers us abundant life. 
Let us worship God in the name of the One who leads us by still waters, 
and restores our souls. 
Let us worship God in the name of the One who prepares a banquet for us, 
and fills our cups to overflowing. 
 
Prayer 
Generous and loving God, 
Your steadfast love endures throughout the ages. 
Generation after generation, you offer renewal and rest  
to all who are lost or carry heavy burdens. 
However far we have strayed,  
you seek us out and guide us beside still waters. 
You lead us in path of righteousness, 
and walk with us even through the darkest valleys. 
You are our hope and our source of life. 
Today we worship you for your endless love, 
as you embrace us once again,  
our Creator, Redeemer and Guide. 
 
Hear us now as we confess the sins we have committed against you and one another: 
Ever-patient God, endless in love and abundant in mercy, 
we confess that too often we forget your love  
and withhold forgiveness, kindness and friendship from one another. 
You have called us to be compassionate,  
but too often we are cold and full of judgment towards each other. 
You have called us to follow Christ,  
but too often we are distracted by our own desires and plans. 
Forgive us for all the ways we fall short of your hopes for us  
and renew a right spirit within us. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Dear friends in Christ, while it is true that we have all sinned, 
it is a greater truth that we are forgiven through God’s love in Jesus Christ. 
To all who humbly seek the mercy of God, I say, In Jesus Christ our sin is forgiven! 
Be at peace with God, with yourself and with one another. 
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Scripture Reading 
"For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of 
God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for 
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no 
deceit was found in his mouth." When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. "He himself bore our sins" in his 
body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; "by his wounds you have been 
healed." For "you were like sheep going astray," but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
your souls."  (1Peter 2:19-25, NIV) 
 
Prayer for Understanding 
God of rest and renewal, still our hearts and minds with your Spirit. Open us to receive your Word 
so that we may come to know you more fully, and follow you more faithfully. Amen. 
 
Sermon: “The (Un)Desirable job of a Shepherd”  
It might help us to consider suffering and submission understanding the historical context of why 
and to who it was written.  
 
Peter is writing this letter to the scattered Gentile and Jewish Christians living in Asia Minor or 
modern day Turkey. In all probability, the church that was reading Peter’s letter was a group of 
foreigners and outcasts from the “lower rungs” of society. The early church was facing constant 
persecution and martyrdom from the established Jewish religious powers and politically from the 
Roman government. They were repeatedly oppressed, abused and were suffering because of their 
faith in the Risen Christ.  
 
1 Peter is essentially about the doctrine or the teaching of suffering and the grace of God.  
Peter encourages the church to know that their suffering has a purpose: namely that it is to 
highlight Christ. Their submission to authority in their workplaces and in society will serve to testify 
to God’s grace and this will magnify Christ. 
The place where they will suffer is to be expected in the world there they live and in the regular 
routine of working and being under the authority of their bosses. 
Peter also encourages them to practice submission, to endure in their suffering by following the 
example of Jesus of how he endured suffering. And this is will be their discipleship. This is how 
they will be disciples of Jesus.  
 
 
I’m going to go out on a limb to say that most of us are not living in fear of being persecuted for the 
practice of our faith. Or at least not in the traditional sense of how we understand and expect to 
see persecution and suffering. But we must be spiritually aware that more sinister forms of 
persecution exist right under our noses. And we must be conscious of the reality that extreme 
forms of suffering and martyrdom is ongoing in our modern world even more so than before. Many 
Christians are suffering and having to risk their lives on a daily basis because of their faith in Jesus 
Christ.   
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We also might assume from a very preliminary reading of Peter that what he is asking the 
Christians to do is to just take in what’s thrown at them and just suffer and not to complain or fight 
back or resist. But a closer study of Peter’s letter teaches that the exact opposite is being said.  
And here we have to wear our discipleship hats. We have to consider suffering as a disciple of 
Jesus. Here is the flow of Peter’s teaching. 
 
19  For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious 
of God. 
“For is is commendable”=Gk. 'for this is grace (charis)' - Grace = Gladly Receiving All Christ 
Endured. 
 
20  But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for 
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 
Again, 'this is commendable' (literally 'this is grace'). If you suffer because of our own mistake, then 
there is nothing to commend. But if you are suffering because of your practice of faith and 
commitment to Jesus than that is commendable or grace. Because you are being human at their 
very best.  
 
21  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow 
in his steps. 
And here is the purpose. We are called to suffer (invited) into the suffering of Jesus. It is clear that 
Jesus’ suffering is an example for the Christians to follow. To follow Christ is to be a disciple of 
Christ. This is our discipleship. And the reason why we are invited to suffer is because other’s may 
see and accept Jesus’ sacrifice for their sin on their behalf. 
 
22  "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 
So where is the justice in all this when Jesus is unjustly sacrificed and suffered for our wrong? 
That is grace. We are the recipients of God’s grace.   
 
23  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, 
he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 
24  "He himself bore our sins" in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; "by his wounds you have been healed." 
25  For "you were like sheep going astray," but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls. 
 
So going back, where is the justice in all this? Are we being asked to just lie down and play dead 
and become vulnerable to abuse and suffering? 
We are being asked to fight back the way Jesus fought back. Fight back with grace. And not fight 
back the way we might want to do it. Litigation, eye for an eye, individual rights, freedom of 
speech, personal space etc…  
 
 “If anyone had the right to fight back, it was Jesus. If anyone had freedom and power to bring 
about vindication and justice on his oppressors, it was Jesus. He could have called down the fire of 
Heaven and nuked every last one of them. But that isn’t how God’s Kingdom works. Jesus showed 
us the better way.” -Steve Thomason, Shepherd of Hope 
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Peter concludes by teaching that Jesus is the Shepherd. And the only way for the sheep to be 
protected and saved from being lost is to recognize the voice of the Shepherd and to return to Him.  
Salvation or being found and returning to the Shepherd is the grace of God.  
It is because Christ endured unjust and undeserving suffering on our behalf that we can have new 
life and eternal hope. Now is being a shepherd a highly desirable, coveted and respected role? 
No, because the Shepherd suffered unjustly for us: the grace of God the Father.  
 
For the followers of Jesus, suffering means to live with grace reflecting the grace of God through 
the life of Jesus Christ our Shepherd.  
 
This week, what will suffering/living with grace look like for you? Go and suffer.  
 
Invitation to the Offering 
In this season of Easter, we celebrate God’s most precious gift to us in Christ’s dying and his 
rising. As we present our offering this morning, may our generosity reflect God’s goodness to us 
and the hope we have In Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Generous God, we thank you for all we have received from you which brings us hope and joy. 
Bless the gifts we bring. May they help to establish your reign in the world you love. In the name of 
your greatest gift, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Holy and gracious God, shepherd of our lives,  
we come to you with thanksgiving for you are our provider and sustainer. 
You transform our weary souls with your grace, wisdom and love. 
You bless us each day with glimpses of resurrection and the promise of new life, 
in signs of spring, in stories of kindness and perseverance during crisis. 
Touch our hearts in surprising ways with we have in Christ Jesus. 
 
Father God, shepherd of the world, we bring you now our prayers for others. Hear them in your 
tender mercy: 
 
We pray for people who are struggling with illness, loneliness, grief or sadness, 
thinking especially of those whose lives have been redefined by COVID-19. 
And we pray for those whose working life has been changed drastically by this pandemic, thinking 
of health care workers, those in the food supply chain, and all those whose jobs have 
disappeared…. 
May each life be touched by the power of resurrection and new hope. 
 
We pray for countries and communities where it is not safe for people to live out their faith 
openly…. 
May all people of faith be granted the freedom to praise without fear. 
 
We pray for people in the world who are victims of discrimination and acts of hatred, and 
remember those unjustly blamed for the outbreak of the pandemic…. 
May your desire for justice be made known and lived out. 
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We pray for our congregation and all people who make up your Church, forced now to consider 
how to be faithful in difficult times… 
May we discover new ways to be your Easter people in the world. 
 
We pray for our families, our friends and for ourselves…. 
May each of us know the power of your compassion and promise. 
 
We ask these things in the name of the Risen Lord who taught us to pray… “Our Father…” 
 
Benediction 
May God lead you to places of rest and renewal; 
May Christ accompany you on the journey; 
May the Holy Spirit fill your hearts with joy and generosity; 
And may the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Christ and Spirit, descend upon you and dwell in 
your hearts this day and always. 
 


