
Home Sunday Worship for Aug. 2, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship  
The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth.  
And the Lord fulfils the desire of all who fear him and watches over all who love him,  
Our eyes look to you, our hands are open to you and our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord, 
and the God’s holy name for ever and ever. 
 
Prayer 
Magnificent and merciful Father God, 
We delight in your presence and praise your holy name for your offer of 
Abundant life we find in Jesus Christ. 
When the sun rises and the earth blooms around us,  
we are filled with grateful thanksgiving for your gift of a new day. 
When evening falls and we find ourselves in deserted, lonely places,  
we count on you to provide for our needs. 
For the times you show us the way when we are in need of guidance,  
we praise you. 
For the times you provide healing when we are broken and hurting,  
we rejoice. 
Your grace makes the poor rich, the hungry satisfied, and the weak strong; 
and so this morning we worship you as the Source of eternal life and love. 
In Jesus name we pray. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading:  
Act 9:1-19 (NIV)  Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. 
He went to the high priest  2  and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem.  3  As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him.  4  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?"  5  "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied.  6  "Now 
get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."  7  The men traveling with Saul stood 
there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone.  8  Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus.  9  For three days he was 
blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  10  In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord 
called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered.  11  The Lord told him, "Go to the house of 
Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  12  In a vision he has 
seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight."  13  "Lord," Ananias 
answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in 
Jerusalem.  14  And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your 
name."  15  But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to 
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.  16  I will show him how much he must suffer for my 
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name."  17  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother 
Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you 
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  18  Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's 
eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,  19  and after taking some food, he regained his 
strength.  
 
Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. Bless 
and use our offerings for your glory. Give us the courage to offer ourselves fully to you, trusting 
that you will guide us on our journeys of faith, wherever we go. We pray this in the name of your 
Son and our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Sermon: (Rev. John Paeng, Minister at St. Columba) 
The Book of Acts is an exciting story of the development of the early church in action. Luke gives 
the reader a powerful picture of the early Christians doing ministry. And there are three key 
important areas of discussion in the book of Acts. First is the theme of witness, more specifically 
personal witness. You will note that this was before big tent meetings, you didn’t have to attend a 
10 weeks training course on evangelism, you didn’t have to do a geographical, social economic 
analysis about the people you were “targeting” to witness to. The repeated testimony and acts that 
we read is about personal evangelism/witness. It was one on one. Spirit led and guided 
opportunities to share the Gospel and the only prerequisite was to be obedient to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. We can also glean from Acts that personal witness is a lifestyle. It is a way of living out 
your vocation and calling. Terry Muck writes, “it permeates our total being.” I take that to mean that 
all Christians are meant and called to live in this way. There is no other way to live but to live.  
Second theme you may have noticed so far in Acts is the Gospel is articulated and explained. It’s 
like an intensive Bible study. Our personal witness must have content and not about sharing our 
feelings and thoughts. And on this point Acts gives us a rich Bible study. 
And the last theme of Acts is on the people who are responding to the gospel. And on this point we 
are presented with many individuals from all walks of life, context, and ethnic backgrounds all 
being converted. We heard about the Samaritans, the Ethiopian and today about Saul who was 
one of the greatest enemies and opponents to the Gospel and early church growth.  
 
And this is where we learn about the miraculous conversion of Saul and if we can place Saul within 
the bigger picture of the actions or the acts of the early church we can begin to appreciate the 
scope and the wonderful design of God’s plan for redemption through Jesus Christ.  
 
One thing we can appreciate is that the Gospel has no boundaries, no racial barriers. It moves 
from Jerusalem, to Samaria and to the Gentiles. The gospel keeps moving out further and further. 
Sorcerers are not excluded, foreign diplomats like the Ethiopian is not excluded and the worst 
enemy of the early church the zealous Pharisee of Pharisee even Saul is not excluded from being 
invited to receive the Good News and be offered forgiveness and a new life.  
 
The writer Luke would become Saul’s friend and partner in ministry and he portrays Saul as an 
intensely dedicated persecutor of Christians. Saul procures a letter from the High priest to hunt 
down Christians in Damascus to take them back to a prison in Jerusalem most likely to be 
prosecuted and persecuted. Saul is a gatekeeper. He is guarding the old tradition of Judaism and 



3 

his zeal and commitment is to wipe out all threats to the old way. Stephen was persecuted 
because he represented the new life, a new way of living. The Way was to follow Christ. It was 
fundamentally unacceptable and incomprehensible to think that a Messiah could be crucified in 
Saul’s mind. The Synagogue was central and key to the Judaism and for Stephen to preach that 
the temple was no longer necessary, it was all too much to take.  
To actually secure a letter of approval from the High Priest to hunt down those who belonged to 
the “Way” shows the extreme level of dedication of Saul as a Pharisee.  
 
On his way to Damascus with the letter in his possession God confronts Saul and calls him twice, a 
frequent pattern in the Old Testament. “Saul, Saul”. And immediately he recognizes the authority in 
the voice and responds “Who are you Lord?” to which the answer is “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting.”  
 
In the Church we repeatedly remind ourselves and confess that we are the body of Christ.  
It is important for us to be reminded once again that when the Church is persecuted and ridiculed, 
that in fact it is Jesus who is being persecuted. When Saul strikes at the church, Jesus is feeling 
the pain. Because Jesus does not say to Saul, “why are you persecuting my disciples?” 
 
When we are ridiculed and persecuted for our faith and our belief in the risen Christ, it would do 
well for us to have the bigger vision of the spiritual warfare at play. It is not about me but it is about 
Jesus. It is much bigger than my personal pride being attacked but it is Christ also. If truly I am a 
new being in Christ and he lives in me and I in him, then it is of great confidence and comfort to 
know that Christ shares our pain and suffering.  
 
Saul goes blind for 3 days. He is led the rest of the way to Damascus by hand and Ananias is 
instructed by God to go and meet with Saul waiting for him in a house on Straight Street. Ananias 
finds Saul in fasting and praying for three days with no food or water. This type of fasting prayer 
was extreme and engaged by people who were repenting and seeking to hear from God.  
Although Ananias is hesitant in the beginning, he obeys to go and find Saul in prayer to place his 
hands on Saul to pray for him.  
And immediately something that’s like scales fall off of Saul’s eyes, he is filled with the Holy Spirit 
and he is baptized.  
This is the dramatic conversion story of the fanatic persecutor of Jesus, Saul.  
The worst enemy of all enemies to the work of the early Christians and now he is impacted by the 
irresistible grace of God and the gospel takes a hold of his life and transforms from the inside out. 
He has moved from darkness to light and death to new life.  
 
But our witness of Saul’s conversion is only half the story because this is also the story of 
commissioning of Saul to do the missionary work to be preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. 
Later on in 26:16-18 Paul recounts his conversion/commissioning experience.  
Act 26:16-18 (NIV)  'Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as 
a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me.  17  I will rescue you from 
your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them  18  to open their eyes and turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.' 
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A new life in Christ Jesus also comes with a new purpose and mission. For Paul, his new life was 
to be lived in mission work throughout the known world at the time.  
 
There are a couple of things we learn through Saul’s conversion and calling to become redeemed 
missionary Paul. 
Salvation is a free gift from God. None of us deserve it. If you think that just because you were not 
like Saul, a fanatic persecutor, that you are more deserving of God’s grace and offer of salvation, 
then it would be wrong. No one is deserving of the gift.  
It takes the initiative of God to work out his plan for the people he loves. Like with Saul and like 
with you and me. It was all the wonderful work and plan of God.  
 
The second observation is that conversion or a new life found in Jesus necessarily means there 
will be a new purpose and mission for the future. For Paul that calling was very specific: to preach 
the gospel to the Gentiles.  
But what about for us? What accompanies our new life in Jesus? To what or to where are you 
being sent? Some of you may have already heard the call and you are faithfully obeying the road 
set before you by God. Some of you may be searching and waiting. Some of you may think you 
have already fulfilled your calling in this life.  
 
God calls and commissions all of us to be his witnesses. That calling is never completed. To the 
very end of my life I am called to be a witness of what Jesus has done for me on the cross. That 
mission never stops.  
 
How will that perspective and understanding of my life impact how I live today and this week and 
beyond?  
Something I encourage you to think and pray about this coming week. 
 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession (Don Kennedy, St. Columba elder) 
Dear Heavenly father to you all Glory and Honor be given. We ask for Your guiding light in our 
life’s, that we can be good disciples to others by Your Love You show to us. Be with us today as 
we have reflected on today’s sermon and Holy scriptures read. May we learn from these words and 
give us wisdom in knowing You. We pray for all those in St. Andrews and St. Columba and those 
we may know, who are suffering with health concerns, stress, loneliness or recovering from 
procedures. We pray for the grieving of lost ones close to us, during this Pandemic crisis. Comfort 
them as they grieve their loss. We pray for the lost souls that they may find their way. O Lord lift up 
our spirits high in knowing you are always with us. May peace be with us in these trying times. In 
Jesus Christ name we pray the Lord’s prayer.  
 
Our Father who art in heaven. Hallow be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
the power and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 
May you begin a new week filled with hope knowing that God invites you to move 
- from our comfort zones to places yet to discover 
- from the safety net of our predispositions to open hearts to venture with Jesus 
- from where we have been to where we have yet to go 
Go in the example of the saints before you, 
the Israelites in the wilderness, 
Paul blind in Damascus waiting for Ananias. 
 
Go in the name of Jesus, our Christ, 
who said ‘follow me’ without saying where he was going, 
just promising transformation and relationship 
with the Triune God along the way. Amen. 
 


