
Home Sunday Worship for May 17, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship 
Let us see you this day, O God, 
Come to us as light. 
Let us hear you this day, O God, 
Come to us as truth. 
Let us sense your presence, O God, 
Come to us as love. 
Come and let us worship, God. 
We will rejoice in God, our Saviour. 
 
Prayer 
Creator, Christ and Spirit; 
how awesome is your love, O God, One in Three and Three in One! 
In you, we live and move and have our being. 
In you, we find our beginning and our end. 
In you, we find a judge who is kind and gracious. 
We know you as Saviour, keeping watch over all your people, 
calling us to walk in paths of justice and peace,  
leading us away from trouble, toward the hope you promise. 
Here we offer you our praise and worship, 
seeking to serve you in gratitude each and every day. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
1Pe 3:13-22 (NIV)  Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  14  But even if you should suffer 
for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened."  15  But in your hearts 
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,  16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those 
who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  17  For it is 
better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  18  For Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive 
in the Spirit.  19  After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—  20  to 
those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being 
built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,  21  and this water symbolizes baptism 
that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward 
God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  22  who has gone into heaven and is at God's right 
hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 
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Sermon: “Properly Prepared” 
In a perfect world, when you do good it is acknowledged, when you do right it is affirmed.  
In a perfect world you expect wrong to be punished, justice would trump injustice, that right would 
be applauded and wrong denied. In a perfect world! 
Many are finding it difficult to make sense of life when things are going sideways. It is a challenge 
to see God at work in our world and in my life, especially when things are tough.  
Peter is continuing in his letter to the early church for whom suffering was on going because of 
their faith in Jesus. 
Their commitment to following Jesus and his way to do the right thing, to live in the right way, and 
to live with hope in the forgiveness of sin and the gift of salvation actually made life very difficult for 
them. There was suffering and opposition even though they were trying to live rightly and justly.  
 
We find similar challenges in today’s world as well. By and large modern governments do a great 
job of protecting the weak and the vulnerable and that crime is deterred punished. Yet, we also 
know that in the hands of the wrong group or people abuse of the power and privilege is rampant 
for personal gain at the expense of others. Injustice and suffering continue in our day and age 
unfettered and unchecked. And those who try to do right and to do just acts face constant 
opposition and resistance. It does not look like all is perfect in the world.  
Justice is not only used as vindication of unjust acts. It can also apply to right things and good 
things done and the anticipated just reward and result.  
If my child excels at school and gets straight A’s, justice is that he/she be added to the honor roll.  
If you are the best employee of a store, justice is that she/he be recognized as the employee of the 
month.  
We bang our pots and pans at 7pm and we display heart stickers on our windows to recognize and 
thank the healthcare workers and to demonstrate a sense of hope in encouraging each other. 
Justice for those making big sacrifices in fighting against Covid-19. 
 
But it is difficult to find ultimate and definitive form of justice in our world and we can become quiet 
jaded by our experiences.  
“We have been worn down by the seeming lack of justice in our world, worn down into living in 
apathy about justice…Justice in our world seems haphazard, even chaotic, and it seems extremely 
slow in its realization. All of us have followed news stories of murderers or criminals who got ‘off 
the hook’…When events like this take place before our eyes, it is not surprising that a sense of 
justice is eroded. Before long we slide into a state of not believing in ultimate justice.” Scot 
McKnight 
 
Even if you try and live right and to do right, people still have it out for you and make life really 
difficult for you. So what are we to do? How can we make sense of our imperfect world and the 
unjust suffering we often experience in life? 
 
Peter’s commendation is for the early Christians to remember to who they belong. They are being 
held together by God. And the only answer and a word of encouragement is that they must trust in 
the mighty hand of God and his power. The only vaccine against fear is to have faith in God who is 
powerful and who promises to bring ultimate justice and vindicate the falsely accused and 
persecuted.  
That means that we don’t try to take justice into our own hands. It’s not eye for an eye. That is not 
a Christ like way of living and witnessing.  
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14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened."  15  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect,  16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in 
Christ may be ashamed of their slander.   
 
Our response in light of injustice is to continue to be a witness and testify to the world that we trust 
in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. So how we speak to each other, how we treat each other, 
how we care for each other, what attitudes we have of others, our tone, our gentleness, our 
respect, compassion and love for others all matter. This is our witness to the world that we trust in 
a powerful God in whose hands ultimate justice lies. So we determine to simply live our lives the 
way Christ lived. We do good in the world, we live right and act justly whether or not we are 
persecuted and suffer as a consequence and whether we are rewarded and recognized or not for 
our just acts.  
 
Christ suffered unjustly for our sake, so to live Christ like, it is no surprise for us that we are also 
suffering for doing right.  
Christ bore our sins. Jesus was the ultimate sacrificial lamb so that our relationship with God the 
Father can be made right. Jesus is our ultimate example and inspiration to follow.  
 
And baptism means salvation. In baptism we stand before God with Christ as our Saviour. We 
stand before God not to be judged but as saved. Suffering for the sake of Christ may not go away. 
But how we endure suffering is important. We are called to prepare properly, to live rightly, 
ultimately trusting in the power of God. We are called to live a people of love and compassion, 
forgiven of our sins in baptism and made right in our relationship with God the Father.  
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Father God of love and generosity, 
You have given us life and breath and all that we have. 
We have nothing to give to You 
except what we have received from You. 
So, with these offerings, 
given in this and other ways, 
help us to dedicate to You 
all that we have and are, 
so that You may have what is indeed Your own, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Let us take our weariness and tiredness to God who picks up those who have fallen 
and raises up those who are brought low. 
Bless those, good Lord, who are bowed down under the burdens they must carry. 
We pray for those who are crushed by their responsibilities at work 
and those who feel the pain of our world, who marvel that others can seem so indifferent to it. 
Help them to keep on going. Bring supportive friends alongside them. 
Give them tokens of Your grace, fresh vision and courage 
and signs of encouragement in their struggle. 
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Let us take our loneliness to God, who delights to put the solitary into families. 
God our Father, bless those who are lonely those who have grown old 
and whom the passing years have taken all their friends and contemporaries. 
Bless those who are shy, who find it hard to initiate conversation 
and have never known real friendships. 
We pray for strangers in a foreign land, for asylum seekers and refugees, 
separated by language and culture from familiar ways and much loved customs. 
We remember all those who even in the midst of crowds feel alone. 
Help the Church, we pray, to be a place of acceptance and belonging, 
a place of welcome, where all can find a home, a listening ear, a friendly smile and a helping hand. 
 
Let us take our sorrows to God, who binds up the broken-hearted 
and comforts those who mourn. 
Bless those whose hearts are sore today. 
Be very close to those whose family circle has been invaded 
and whose joy has been darkened by death. 
We remember those who have lost loved ones for whom they have cared, 
whose needs they have met, whose lives have been so intertwined 
that they still listen for a voice they will not hear again. 
We remember wives who have lost husbands and husbands who have lost wives; 
parents who have lost children, who find their homes strangely silent and empty now 
and children who have lost parents, who are confused by a world that seems 
less secure and more frightening than before and all who for whom 
familiar places, and sounds and smells awaken memories that bring tears in their wake. 
 
Thank You for our faith. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
Let us turn to God in trust and recommit ourselves to God. 
Send us forth this day with the joy that no-one can take from us, 
the life which is Your life and the hope that gives strength to our actions. 
Help us to sing of our faith and in that singing find our strength to go on, 
trusting in Jesus who lived among us, died for us and rose again 
and who prays for us today, even as we pray to Him. In His name we pray. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, 
so that you may find in him 
the assurance of sins forgiven and the gift of eternal life. 
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with us now and always.  Amen. 


