
Home Sunday Worship for Aug. 30, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship  
Come and worship, all you who love and serve the Lord— 
outsiders and insiders, 
old-timers and new-comers, 
the young, old and the in-between. 
Come as you are, 
for this is God’s house—a house of prayer for all people, 
and God welcomes each one who comes. 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
Eternal and ever-loving Father God, 
We gather in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ to worship you with a  
Deep desire to seek that which is true, with a deep need to have a clear vision 
Of your calling for our lives, and a deep longing to know you more. 
Our very existence and lives are in you and under your care and control. 
And so we worship you in humble praise, 
Holy God, ever three and ever one. 
Although you satisfy our deepest desires, O God, 
we confess together that we have often turned away from you: 
We have sought meaning in shallow places. 
We have clung to old hurts and familiar habits. 
We have nursed anger and envy. 
We have been self-absorbed and lacked compassion. 
We have turned our backs on those in need. 
Forgive what we have been, amend who we are, 
and guide us toward what we may become according to your grace. 
 
We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ who taught us to pray… 
 
Our Father who art in heaven. Hallow be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom the power and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Friends in Christ, the Apostle Paul declared that from now on, we regard no one from a human 
point of view. If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. Everything old has passed away. See, 
everything has become new! Thanks be to God that we can all make a new start through God’s 
grace. 
 
 



2 

 
Sermon: (Rev. John Paeng, Minister at St. Columba) 

The Great Commission in Seven Acts: Acts 10:1-11:18 
 
This morning I am going to ask you to press pause on your computers and to go get your Bibles 
and open it up to Acts 10. We will be doing things a little bit differently today and read through the 
narrative of Cornelius and Peter in small sections, actually in seven sections and we will reflect on 
the passages as we follow along in the narrative.  
The reason is that it is a long story and to do it justice we need to read the whole section in one 
reading to appreciate the message.  
It is the longest narrative in Acts, 66 verses in total and you can get a sense of how important this 
story is given that the writer Luke devotes so much space in his writing.  
Keep in mind that this section of Acts is the beginning of a pivotal point. The Great Commission or 
the story of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ takes a serious turn in Chapter 10. It marks a new 
section in Luke’s writing.  
 
So let’s begin with your Bibles open and follow me in our reading. 
Act One- 
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 
Regiment.  2  He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and 
prayed to God regularly.  3  One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an 
angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!"  4  Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, 
Lord?" he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial 
offering before God.  5  Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter.  6  He 
is staying with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea."  7  When the angel who spoke to him had gone, 
Cornelius called two of his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants.  8  He told them 
everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. Act 10:1-8 
 
Caesarea is a seaport city on the Mediterranean Sea that the Great Herod has rebuilt and was 
named after Caesar Augustus. In our visit to the Caesarea a few years ago we noted the extent to 
which Herod had constructed the city to be lavish. Historians are quoted as saying that it “served 
as a showpiece for Roman culture.” In A. D. 66 20,000 Jews were massacred in the city. The Jews 
called it “the daughter of Edom” considering them as a long lost family member. 
Cornelius is a Roman Centurion in charge of about 100 soldiers. 
He is generous in helping the poor and the needy and is a God-fearing praying man.  
While in prayer an angel appears and instructs him to summon Peter who is staying in Joppa. 
Cornelius is not told why other to simply bring back Peter. 
 
Act Two- 
9  About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on 
the roof to pray.  10  He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being 
prepared, he fell into a trance.  11  He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to 
earth by its four corners.  12  It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and 
birds.  13  Then a voice told him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat."  14  "Surely not, Lord!" Peter replied. "I 
have never eaten anything impure or unclean."  15  The voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call 
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anything impure that God has made clean."  16  This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was 
taken back to heaven. Act 10:9-16  
 
If you remember from last week we left Peter who had just perform 2 miracles after which he ends 
up staying at a local tanner Simon in Joppa and this is where we pick up the story with Peter. He is 
now on the rooftop in prayer and he has a vision. And the basic message of the vision about 
unclean food is that Peter is being taught not to consider any group of people to be ineligible for 
God’s mercy and grace. No one is excluded from the offer of God’s forgiveness. The whole 
purpose of the redemptive work of Christ on the cross is that it is offered to all. No one or no group 
of people are excluded from the outset “You do not qualify.”  
It is such an important watershed moment in the next steps of the spread of the Gospel that the 
vision is repeated three times. Judaism considered all those who are not Jews in other words 
those Gentiles were excluded from God’s good graces. All others were impure, unclean, and 
unworthy. Their definition and practice of faith was narrowly defined and only a Jew or if you were 
a foreigner, a converted Jew can be a chose race. Chosen people of God.  
It was literally repulsive and completely against their belief system to think that Gentiles could be 
included as one of God’s people.  
 
Act Three- 
While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men sent by Cornelius found out where 
Simon's house was and stopped at the gate.  18  They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter 
was staying there.  19  While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Simon, three 
men are looking for you.  20  So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent 
them."  21  Peter went down and said to the men, "I'm the one you're looking for. Why have you 
come?"  22  The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-
fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come to his house 
so that he could hear what you have to say."  23  Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.           
Act 10:17-23a 
 
So the men sent by Cornelius finds Simon’s house and in the meanwhile Peter has another vision 
and the Holy Spirit tells him to welcome the men waiting and to go back with them. You notice that 
the Holy Spirit is the underlying presence in the narrative. The work and the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit is that important and this should teach us a lesson about the necessity of the Holy Spirit to be 
present and working in our lives as well.  
 
Act Four- 
 23b The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the believers from Joppa went along.  24  The 
following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and 
close friends.  25  As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence.  26  But 
Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a man myself."  27  While talking with him, Peter 
went inside and found a large gathering of people.  28  He said to them: "You are well aware that it is 
against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call 
anyone impure or unclean.  29  So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why 
you sent for me?"  30  Cornelius answered: "Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three 
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in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me  31  and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard 
your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor.  32  Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a 
guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.'  33  So I sent for you immediately, and it was 
good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has 
commanded you to tell us." Act 10:23b-33  
   
Peter and Cornelius meet and they share their testimony of how God had spoken to the both of 
them to bring them together. Peter is very aware that it is against the law for him to meet with 
Gentiles. But Peter explains his reason for meeting with Cornelius which is a turning point in the 
whole passage we are looking at today, he says “But God has shown me that I should not call 
anyone impure or unclean.” It is a turning point in Peter’s ministry because he understands that 
there are no distinctions and he is ready to share the Gospel with a Gentile, Cornelius. 
 
Act Five- 
34 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism  35  but 
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.  36  You know the message God sent 
to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.  37  You 
know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
preached—  38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went 
around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with 
him.  39  "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him 
by hanging him on a cross,  40  but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 
seen.  41  He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  42  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  43  All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." Act 10:34-43   
 
Peter shares an evangelistic message with Cornelius and a summary of the ministry of Jesus is 
told. There is conflicting thought as to whether Cornelius and the rest of the audience listening to 
Peter in his house were already saved or not. And we may not come to a conclusive answer. But 
Peter’s audience seems to be already informed and familiar of Jesus’ ministry. 
 
Act Six- 
44  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.  45  The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on Gentiles.  46  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter 
said,  47  "Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have."  48  So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. Act 10:44-48 
 
Water baptism is the final statement of approval and recognition that Cornelius and those in his 
house at the time are now fully accepted into the early church community. One more emphatic 
statement that no one is excluded from the grace of God in and through Jesus Christ.  
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And again the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit is so important that the Jewish leaders could not 
deny the reality of God’s spirit being poured out on the Gentiles. And this prompts Peter to give 
reason for the water baptism. “They have received the Holy Spirt just as we have.” There is no 
difference. Just as we are baptized, why not all those who are baptized by the Holy Spirit.  
And for Peter and his leaders to stay at Cornelius’ house afterwards to eat with them is further 
evidence of Peter’s acceptance and realization that Gentiles are included in the early church 
community.  
 
Act Seven- 
The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of 
God.  2  So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him  3  and said, "You 
went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them."  4  Starting from the beginning, Peter told 
them the whole story:  5  "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something 
like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was.  6  I 
looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds.  7  Then I heard a 
voice telling me, 'Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.'  8  "I replied, 'Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.'  9  "The voice spoke from heaven a second time, 'Do not call anything impure 
that God has made clean.'  10  This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven 
again.  11  "Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was 
staying.  12  The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went 
with me, and we entered the man's house.  13  He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and 
say, 'Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter.  14  He will bring you a message through which you and 
all your household will be saved.'  15  "As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on 
us at the beginning.  16  Then I remembered what the Lord had said: 'John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  17  So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God's way?"  18  When they heard this, they had no 
further objections and praised God, saying, "So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads 
to life." Act 11:1-18 
 
Tradition is now resisting the possibility of salvation for the Gentiles and Peter is being criticized for 
his ministry and work in Joppa with Cornelius. And only after Peter reviews the entire story do the 
rest of the leadership accept the Gentiles.  
The key conclusion statement is the very last verse we read today “So then, even to the Gentile 
God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
 
Peter has spent a great deal of energy in convincing the early church leaders of a new direction. It 
went against everything their belief system stood for. And much of Peter’s struggles and resistance 
is still present with us in our churches. 
Ajith Fernando writes, “Making a serious effort to convince the church of a new position takes hard 
work and sometimes comes only after a long and tiring struggle. Modern day pragmatism, which 
does not have much place for commitment to long-lasting relationships, does not have patience for 
such a long struggle. They feel their agenda does not allow such a “waste of time.” Thus, they 
simply leave the group and join a new one.”  
 



6 

Friends we need to be a people who are open to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and open to 
the possibilities of God’s work in the world. We are an open people committed to full obedience to 
the Spirit’s leading. Open to change, open to transformation, open to the Gospel and to all people.  
We need to be less about people who are gatekeepers, less about the agenda of maintaining 
tradition or the proverbial “we’ve always done it that way” kind of Christians.  
There is exciting and Spirit anointed work to be done for the Kingdom of God.  
There are many Gentiles in our world, many Cornelius’ in our world ready to be baptized and ready 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  
Friends be open to the possibilities of how God will use you and your life. Whoever God brings into 
your path of life, be thankful for them, pray for them and be a witness to them of the power of the 
saving work of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Father in heaven, we are friends to one another, not because we are so lovable and endearing, or 
because we choose to be with people who are like ourselves, but because you want us, as your 
children, to reach out with the best for other people, whoever they are and whatever their 
characteristics. You want your friends to enjoy a rich and healthy diet of love and joy, peace and 
patience, kindness and goodness. Thank you for making us your friends, and friends to one 
another. 
 
By your Holy Spirit, feed our faith on Jesus the Christ so that we grow stronger in our loving 
concern for other people. Strengthen our faith so that Christ may live in us, so that we may live to 
please you, rather than try to please the world, and so that our priorities are yours, and not the 
greedy and selfish priorities of our society. 
 
Give your wisdom to those who govern us so that we can live in peace and safety. Inspire the 
leaders of the Christian denominations so that Jesus is honoured among all sections of society. 
 
We marvel how your Spirit takes Jesus to the outsiders, those who belong to small or rejected 
groups in our society. May we welcome them as one with us. Lovingly wash us all clean and sow 
the risen Christ like a new seed, to sprout and grow in our lives. 
 
Bless the word of new life sown in the lives of all people, including 
* those from overseas 
* those who are often not accepted as equals in our society 
* and those whom no one wants to get involved with, like drug addicts and the homeless, and 
criminals serving time. 
 
Spirit of God, refresh those who are tired, heal those who are sick, and encourage those who are 
new. We thank you for hearing us, through Jesus our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Grace of Jesus Christ, love of God the Father and the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit be with 
you now and forevermore. Amen. 


