
Home Sunday Communion Worship for July 5, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship  
We’ve come to worship God, 
who makes streams flow from rock, 
who turns the parched earth into springs of water, 
who sends the rain from heaven 
and makes the wilderness blossom and flourish. 
As the deer thirsts for flowing streams, 
so we thirst for You, O God. 
Come, let’s worship our life-giving God, 
who pours out living water on all who thirst. 
 
Prayer 
How wonderful are your works, O God! How great are your ways! 
You are generous in love and kindness, endless in goodness and power, 
overflowing with grace and mercy. 
We offer you our worship as humbling as it may be. We gather from all walks of life from all parts of 
the world and we lift up to you our praise and adoration as our Creator, Redeemer and Holy Spirit. 
In the precious name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 
Worship Song 
God forgave my sin in Jesus' name. 
I've been born again in Jesus' name 
And in Jesus' name I come to you 
To share his love as he told me to. 
 
He said 'Freely, freely you have received; freely, freely give. 
Go in my name, and because you believe others will know that I live. 
 
All power is given in Jesus' name 
in earth and heaven in Jesus name 
And in Jesus' name I come to you 
To share his power as he told me to. 
 
Scripture Reading:  
Matt. 9:35-10:8 (NIV)  Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.  36  When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.  37  Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  38  Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."  10:1  Jesus called his twelve 
disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and 
sickness.  2  These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother 
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Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;  3  Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the 
tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;  4  Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him.  5  These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter 
any town of the Samaritans.  6  Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.  7  As you go, proclaim this message: 
'The kingdom of heaven has come near.'  8  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 
drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. 
 
Sermon: He Felt Compassion (Rev. Dr. Richard Topping, Principle of VST) 
Nobody can be a student forever.  (Believe me, I tried!)  Eventually an apprentice become a 
practitioner.  In the school where Jesus teaches, there are mandatory work terms.  The time 
arrives when fledgling disciples get sent out, pushed out of the nest, encouraged to try their wings.  
The time of looking on while someone else does it is over.  It’s time for participation, action, 
imitation.  The disciples are into their first placement in the coop program in our lesson from 
Matthew. They had front row seats for long enough.  They watched Jesus and now it is time for 
them to work the moves that Jesus inscribed on their lives.   
If you listen to the passage carefully, you would have been tipped off to what is taking place.  The 
group described as disciples, Jesus now calls for the first and only time in Matthew apostles.  From 
students to those sent out.  It’s sending out time.  Time to get off the couch!   
It is wonderful to be with Jesus.  We sit here today with Jesus in our virtual midst.  “Where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I will be in their midst,” he said.  It is our belief that Jesus is with us 
in our worship.  Through the power of the resurrection, Jesus is here today!  Like the twelve 
appointed so long ago, we have been appointed at baptism to be with Jesus.  And we gather 
disciples, students, to be with Jesus - to listen to his word, to worship him, to sing, to come into 
intimate contact with him. 
We come to worship Jesus and to witness what Jesus can do in our midst - how he can work 
reconciliation, initiate new starts, make more of us than we would have ever been without him, 
bring joy and hope into our lives, cast out fear, relieve anxiety.  We can feel quite confident here in 
Church - cared for, borne along by the strength of others, challenged but loved - basking in the 
presence of Jesus. 
But then, like the first disciples, we too get our work term.  Everyone who signs on with Jesus is in 
the field education program; there are no exceptions.   
Think about it, at benediction time, one of us will say, “Go now to love and serve the Lord.”  
Disciples morph into apostles.  Share enough time with Jesus and get caught up in God's 
reconciling mission in the world.   We whom Jesus gathers to be with him go to teach and touch 
the world Jesus loves.  We come and listen to the Word said and sung.  We gather to hear what 
the Spirit is saying to the Church, and then we go out – commissioned by Christ to speak and 
touch in his name.   
We have been appointed to be with Jesus, yes, but we have a message to proclaim in the world.  
We came to get inner peace but now we’re commissioned to go out and disturb every false peace, 
to witness to the new peace God made with the world in Jesus.  
Every normal student of Jesus - by design - comes to the point where what he has taken in drives 
him out.  Where she comes and hears so that she will go and tell; that’s the basic rhythm of the 
Christian life.   
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The pattern isn’t just for the clergy and elders.  This basic and fundamental rhythm doesn’t belong 
only to Christians in spiritual overdrive or those from an evangelical background.  This is the 
normal New Testament blueprint.   
First: get down the Christian moves.  Learn the work by watching Jesus.  Second get authorized to 
take it to the streets.  We correspond to the life of Jesus when we speak the message and get 
close enough to cure and cleanse and liberate the bedeviled. 
Here’s a warning: stay with Jesus long enough and every disciple becomes an apostle – a word 
that means “sent out.”  Students, in the school of Christ get clear on Jesus’ person and his 
message in private instruction so that they live out and speak out the message they have heard in 
the world.   
There is both a centripetal (gathering) and a centrifugal (sending) force at work in the worshipping 
community.  We come in order to be sent out.  Think about it: it is a good thing, a great thing to get 
thrown out of church; if it’s by the Spirit to witness to Jesus Christ in the world. 
____ 
He was new to the church.  He joined the congregation; attended church week by week.  Someone 
invited him to the Bible study.  Every week, for almost a year he came.  It was around that time that 
he started to speak up often in the group.  He started to ask about serving meals at the mission.  
He wanted to find out how to volunteer at the home for battered women.  He asked, “So when is 
the church going to organize a group to help teenagers, do something about people who don’t feel 
included, get busy helping the homeless.  What about racism and prejudice.  Have you ever heard 
about Habitat for Humanity?  I brought a sign-up sheet?”   
It wouldn’t stop.  It was distracting.  It was every single week.  We all just wanted to consider a few 
principles from Matthew in wing-backed chairs.  He wanted shoe leather faith.  We were trying to 
be good disciples, learners. He was looking to graduate, to become an apostle.  He got on 
committees and when money came up, he said crazy stuff, like Jesus said – “give to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”  And the finance people sit around 
wondering, “what column does that go in?  What do you think he meant by that?”   People like this 
bug the rest of us.  Why do these - often new- people in church have to get so enthusiastic for 
every humane cause in the world?  They are disturbing, relentless always on about some new way 
to make an impact for Jesus in the world!     
Over time it has occurred to me: the eagerness to serve Christ that many people in church feel is 
the church’s own fault.  Gather disciples together in a group to listen and learn about the life of 
Jesus, and the next thing you know Jesus, who is risen and present, starts signing them up for the 
coop program.  The Holy Spirit starts moving them out for work terms.  Good disciples want to 
press on for an apostolic stint in the world and even to drag others who should graduate with them.  
I’m convinced that Church is dangerous in this regard.  Watch what Jesus does, listen to what 
Jesus says, experience who Jesus is, and it engenders following; it generates compassion for the 
same people Jesus loves.  
______________ 
Let me ask you, “Is there a verse, in the whole of the bible, that demonstrates the divinity of Jesus 
more than this one: “he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”   
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Jesus sees the aimless – people staggering through life.  He sees the harassed -people without 
power who live at the whim of the powerful.  He sees the helpless – people who have no advocate 
for their just cause.  And what he feels is compassion. That is divine.  Jesus gazes right at human 
ugliness and vulnerability and the world gone wrong, and he doesn’t get distracted, embarrassed, 
look away, storm by, roll his eyes, blame them; no, he feels compassion.  That is about the most 
divine thing I have ever heard. 
The Father sent the Son for love of the world.  The Son feels compassion for people God loves.  
And Jesus invites his followers to pray that God would send out labourers to the world. The 
disciples’ prayer is answered, and the answer turns out to be them, to be us.  Jesus sees the 
broken world and feels compassion.  By the grace and authority of Jesus, compassion is born in 
his disciples so that we become apostles sent in love for the world.  A disciple gets launched an 
apostle’ that’s Jesus compassion lighting up a human heart to love the world too.  Failure to launch 
probably has much to do with a lack of compassion for the world God loves.  Jesus saw and he 
had compassion.  He is the second person of the trinity. 
This is striking in a world suffers from compassion deficient.  We watch acts of cruelty live 
streamed.  George Floyd’s crime was that he was black.  And we are learning that we’ve been 
trained to see certain crowds in a certain way and to feel superior, entitled, threatened.  The 
legacies of racism and colonialism mean that compassion and neighbour love is thwarted, stopped 
up, resisted.  And so, we need to be saved, converted and turned around to seeing what Jesus 
sees and feeling what Jesus feels for the whole world God loves.  
In his book, Love Your Enemies, Arthur Brooks, of the Kennedy School, notes that we live in a 
culture of contempt. He writes, “the pandemic of contempt makes it impossible for people of 
opposing views to work together. Go to YouTube and watch the political masterpieces of eye-
rolling, sarcasm and sneering derision.”  Brooks a catholic Christian writes the book to move us 
from contempt of others to love of others.   Just imagine what that might mean for a violent, often 
racist world like this!    
Thanks be to God we have seen compassion this week; fierce compassion, rising-up in our world 
in the face of contempt and hate.  I think that’s Jesus working his moves on the world. Some 
people see those who are harassed and like Jesus feel compassion, and that’s the beginning of 
apostolic movement for the good of the world God loves.   
_____ 
Today Jesus sends us out.  Our text says, he summons his disciples and he gives them authority 
to exorcize, to cure, to proclaim that God and not Trump, the Pentagon, or racism or the pandemic 
reigns.  That is good news in strange and challenging times.  
_____ 
And look at the people Jesus sets loose on the world as heralds of God’s reign.  We hardly get any 
biographical information about them.  We get a list of names.  Matthew gives us lots of material on 
the work they do for the good of the world God loves, and Jesus commissioning them, but almost 
nothing about their credentials.  It seems that our strength, we apostles, we sent ones, lies with the 
one who sends us, Jesus.    
The first twelve disciples are not a distinguished group – which gives me hope.  The meagre 
details we get work against confidence in them – there’s a zealot, a member of a failed political 
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group; there’s a tax-collector – a traitor to his people; and to round out this cast of characters, we 
get Judas, you know, the one who betrayed him.   
Just so we all know that it isn’t about us.  Jesus is healer, Jesus is the one who rescues the world 
from ruin.   Jesus says to a group of nobodies, a bunch of losers, as far as we can tell, “Cure, 
raise, cleanse, cast out” put evil to the chase; and oh, and remember, just give it as you got it – 
freely.  That’s how I roll.  
 
I love a story I read recently in the book Amazing Grace by Kathleen Norris.  She repeats a tale 
told her by a Methodist Minister in the Midwestern United States about “a local woman, a terrible 
drunk, and a cocaine addict.  Her self-esteem was so ragged, that the Minister said she wasn’t 
simply sleeping with anyone who could provide her with booze or cocaine, but with anyone who 
showed her the slightest bit of attention.” 
When she finally decided to sober up, some remarkable things happened.  She joined A.A. and 
began attending church with other AA members.  Norris writes, “With her reputation, it took 
considerable courage for her to show up in this tiny church.  To put it mildly, not everyone greeted 
her with enthusiasm.  But some people did, including the pastor and his wife, and she kept coming 
back.  Even before she became a church member, she caused such a buzz in the congregation 
because she volunteered for things, including committees that most people had to be begged to 
join.  She signed up for every Bible Study the church offered, volunteered to work at every church 
project, from visiting shut-ins to teaching Vacation Bible School.”   
“It was as if” records Norris, “she had tasted salvation and couldn’t get enough of it, or of the new 
relationships which these activities had led her to.  Salvation took such a hold in her, that as the 
pastor put it, he began to wonder if Christians don’t underrate promiscuity.  Because she was such 
a promiscuous person, still loving without much discrimination.  The difference was that she was 
no longer self-destructive but a bearer of new life to others.” (Amazing Grace, 297).   
Friends, Freely you have received.  Freely give.    Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Lord, we thank you for all the gifts you have given us. For our friends, family and community. May 
we be lights in the world and offer the blessing you have given us to others. Thank you for 
everything you are doing in us and through us. Amen 
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The Lord’s Supper (Please prepare your own bread and wine) 
Invitation 
The Lord’s Table is offered to all who confess Jesus Christ to be their Lord and Saviour. It is a 
table of celebration for the new life that is found in Jesus. Our Lord and King invites us all to this 
banquet table to remember Jesus’ work, to give thanks for God’s grace, and to remind ourselves 
whose we are. We are the children of God, the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.   
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right and our greatest joy, Gracious and Loving God, to give you thanks and praise for your 
works are great and your ways are just and they are true.  
 
At your loving word all things were made and the beauty of creation was called from chaos. 
Through your word, you formed us in your image and gave us life. 
By your word, you called us to love and to serve you and to live in peace with you and all that you 
have made.  
 
Though we turn from you, you do not turn from us. 
Though we are captive, you liberate us and give us freedom. 
Though we are confused and stray from you, you give us faith to go in search of understanding. 
Though we are tempted to find easy and false comfort in idols, the truth of your presence draws us 
into deeper communion with you and each other.  
 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and all the saints in heaven, we proclaim with your people 
from every time and place your glory and join with them in the unending hymn of praise: 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise you and give you thanks for sending your loving and beloved son into the world. 
Conceived by the Holy Spirit, he brings new life. 
Born of Mary’s flesh he knew joy, pain, love, and loss.   
Touching the sick, he heals us. 
Breaking bread and sharing the cup with those on the margins, proclaimed the good news of your 
kingdom. 
Dying on the cross, he is with us in our suffering. 
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Rising from the grave, he brings us to him and gives us life everlasting 
 
In him, you have reconciled us and you lead us out of fantasy into truth, out of solitude into 
relationship, out of death into life.   
 
Remembering these things, we gather at his invitation to break bread and share the cup and we 
proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
Christ has died.  
Christ has risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
Gracious and giving God, pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered around your holy table, and on 
these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and the blood of Christ, and that 
we, being nourished by them, may be for the world the body of Christ, made strong, made new, 
and redeemed by his blood.  
 
And now through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, and with all who stand 
before you in earth and heaven, we worship and adore you, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
As grain is gathered from many fields into this one loaf,  
and grapes from many hills into one cup,  
we have been gathered from into one family and faith, 
we now join our voices into one prayer, 
“Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 
 
The Breaking of Bread & Communion 
The Lord Jesus, on the eve of His crucifixion,  
gathered His friends for a meal.  
During supper, He took a loaf of bread, and gave thanks for it.  
Then He broke it and passed it among them with these words:  
“This is my body which is broken for you.  
Take, eat and remember Me.”  
The body of Christ broken for you. 
 
After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine and gave thanks for it.  
Then He passed it among them with these words:  
“This is my blood which is shed for you.  
Take, drink and remember Me.”  
The blood of Christ poured out for you.  
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So now we have shared in the love feast and we remember Jesus and His great love for us.  
And we will continue to do this until He returns. Amen.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
Thank You, Lord Jesus, For this meal of remembrance;  
And for coming to us, in the Spirit's power, as we have shared it.  
May the love we find at this table be reflected in our lives;  
May the power we receive at this table  
make us peacemakers and healers;  
And may the Spirit who fills us again at this table  
lead us to be those who proclaim God's Kingdom  
in every word we speak and in everything we do.  
For Jesus' Sake. Amen.  
 
The Charge 
Go out into the world in peace. 
Whatever you do, in word or deed, 
Do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
Giving thanks to God through him. 
 
The Benediction 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 
 
 
 


