
Home Pentecost Sunday Worship for May 31, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship 
One: Breathe upon us, Holy Spirit, 
All: and inspire our thoughts and actions. 
One: Stir in our hearts, Holy Spirit, 
All: and fill us with energy to spread joy in the world.  
One: Strengthen us, Holy Spirit, 
All: and move us to bring hope to those in despair. 
One: Breathe in us, Holy Spirit, 
All: as we worship and witness to God’s coming reign. 
 
Prayer 
Loving God our Father, Compassionate Son our Saviour, Healing Holy Spirit, 
with tender kindness you transform our lives with your presence. 
You turn weeping into laughter, sorrow into joy, and death into life. 
We come in adoration this day and pause to worship you.  
We rest from our work and responsibilities; 
we set aside our distractions and activities  
to praise you for the beauty that fills your world and to enjoy our life in you.  
 
Holy One, Source of our lives, 
we confess that we have not always listened for your Spirit’s call. 
You call us to love our enemies, but we cling to animosity old and new. 
You call us to unity in the body of Christ, but we remain divided. 
You send us into the world to be witnesses,  
but we avoid opportunities to share our joy in Christ. 
Loving God, you know us better than we know ourselves. 
Hear us as we share with you the secrets of our hearts in this silence: … 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Friends, hear and believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ, God’s generous love 
reaches out to embrace us. In Christ, we are forgiven and set free to begin again in the renewing 
power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God for this most generous gift. 
 
Scripture Reading 
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted 
in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.” 
33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed 
into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”   Matthew 13: 31-33 
 
 
 



2 

Sermon:  
Hello Everyone from St. Andrews and St. Columba. I pray this video finds you well. I hope in this 
time of self-isolation you are still reaching out to members in your church. A check in phone call or 
email, a prayer for someone or even a word of encouragement. We may not be gathering together 
yet but we are the church and should strive to grow deeper in community. 
My Name is Derek Wilson and I am the Child and your coordinator and the church coordinator at 
St. Andrews. Today I want to talk to you about how small things can make a big difference. 
Have you ever had a spouse, family member of friend gets you something or call you out of the 
blue because they were thinking about you. A small gift or a simple gesture can make you day or 
week. 
These 2 parables (the mustard seed and the yeast) are part of a group of parables called the 
“kingdom parables”. While studying these parables I discovered that many believe these are 
parables are about the church. That the small mustard seed or the yeast represents the small 
church in the first century that grows to be one of the biggest religions. 
This may be true but as we look at all of Jesus parables we can usually learn more truth outside 
what may have been the original point of the parable. I look at these parables and it shows me how 
small deeds can produce big change. 
We in BC know about small things causing big reactions: From a small spark causing a forest fire, 
to a small branch failing on a power lines causing blackouts for many. Even in the situation we find 
ourselves in now with the pandemic. In order to flatten the curve we relied on many individuals to 
to smalls things: from washing hands regularly, to avoiding big crowds and staying home. It worked 
and because enough people did the small things the curve was flattened now things are beginning 
to open up. 
What if the church adopted this idea that with enough people doing small things it can cause large 
change? If we applied it every day to our interactions with one another. That the small seeds we 
plant like a word of encouragement, a prayer for one another, a check in phone call or a letter of 
hope can cause the transformation of someone’s life 
 and our community. To show people daily in small ways kingdom living, to be a part of God’s new 
creation. A new way of living that is a blessing to those around us. 
The world needs us to spread the hope of the gospel and the love of God. 
We hear stories of greed in companies putting profits over the safety of employees, or people 
buying up toilet paper and cleaning supplies to sell at a profit to those that are needy. We see pride 
in that people see their freedom and liberties to do what they want is more important than the 
health of the venerable around us. We see fear in those in our community unsure of the future and 
what will it will hold. 
What if the church in small ways showed selflessness in the face of greed. Showed humility where 
there is pride. Shared hope and love with those that are fearful of what is to come. Could not those 
small seeds of the kingdom grow into large trees with deep roots. Would that spark of compassion 
ignite transformation in someone’s life or our communities? 
This is what Israel was supposed to be a blessing to the nations. This is what Jesus spoke about in 
the sermon on the mount and the New Testament authors spoke about, a new way of living a new 
creation. It doesn’t have to be grand gestures but if enough of us do it with those in our church and 
those in our community to will transform it. 
I believe the parable of the yeast furthers this point of small things is how the kingdom works and 
sometimes we are not able to see it grow. 
He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed into about sixty pounds[b] of flour until it worked all through the dough.” 
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A little bit on some of the language used here. The word mixed here in Greek is Krupto that means 
to hide and conceal. Literally the verse is “that a woman took and hid” 
The work of the kingdom of God can be small and hidden. 
Remember that when Jesus showed up on the scene. The Jewish people were expecting the 
Messiah to come and free them from their oppressors, to set up a mighty kingdom on earth 
through power. Not a man born in a manger from the small town of Nazareth, who loved people, 
who healed the sick, who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and who crucified. If you are always 
looking for the work of the kingdom to be big and obvious, you may mis the small ways it is working 
in us and through us. 
The kingdom of God works like yeast in bread small and hidden. You may not see the kingdom of 
God working but it is. If you commit yourself to doing small kingdom acts with those around you. 
You may not see if working you may not see those deeds start to rise in some one’s life but it is. 
 
I remember when I was in college we were having a class in the chapel on day. It wasn’t normal to 
have classes in the chapel but we were doing presentations for something that I can’t remember. 
We had power and computer cords running all over the floor and we have taped them down so no 
one who trip on them. After class we had lunch and then I walked by the chapel and I saw our 
professor pulling up all the tape and cleaning the chapel up after us. He could have told us to do it 
or waited until someone else. But he did it, by himself. he didn’t know I saw him and it wasn’t a 
major thing he did. But that small act done in secret taught me more about servant leadership than 
any book I have read or lecture I have listened to. 
Sometimes the small things we do may noticed by others even when you don’t see it and bring 
about change. 
So please as you close this video try every day to do a small good deed for someone. Commit 
yourself to calling someone each day to check up. Commit yourself to pray for people, to send an 
encouraging note. Look for ways to spread love and hope, peace and compassion. Even in little 
ways. Trust God that those seeds planted will grow even if you can’t see it happening. continue to 
building church community outside of its four walls. 
Blessings to you all and as I leave you, I leave you with the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
Lord make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred let me sow love. Where there is 
injury, pardon. 
Where there is doubt, faith. 
Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
O divine master grant that I may 
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console; To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved as to love 
For it is in giving that we receive- 
And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned. And it's in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
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Prayer of Dedication 
Pentecost celebrates the gifts of the Spirit poured out on the Church, preparing Christ’s followers 
to serve him in the world. So let us offer our gifts to God this day, to build up the Church, its 
ministry and mission wherever the Spirit leads.  
 
 
Spirit of grace and power, bless the gifts we bring today so that they accomplish surprising things 
in Jesus’ name. We offer ourselves, too, so that our lives may proclaim the Good News with your 
grace and power. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Wind of the Spirit, blow through us on this day of Pentecost and renew our faith. 
Re-awaken our love for God, let your flames warm our hearts with trust in Jesus Christ and dare us 
to do great things in his name. 
Wind of the Spirit, blow through us and give us energy to serve you in Christ’s church. 
Open our eyes to recognize needs for ministry and mission, and to learn from this time when we 
have had to do things differently in worship and pastoral care. 
Open our hearts to connect with those for whom the time of social distancing has been very 
difficult. 
Open our hands to share in the tasks that need doing, 
and open our lips in prayer and praise. 
Wind of the Spirit, blow through us and give us understanding: 
For those whose lives seem so different from ours 
and those facing situations because of the pandemic that we didn’t encounter; 
Understanding for those with whom we’ve disagreed; 
and for problems and challenges we will now face at home, at work, and in your world as we try to 
recover from the effects of coronavirus. 
Wind of the Spirit, blow through us and bring healing 
for all who face pain or illness, discouragement or disappointment, 
made so much keener because of isolation; 
healing for all who know sorrow, sadness or grief, 
and for those who face stress and pressure as they try to rebuild their lives. 
Bring healing to the earth, to places of upheaval and to ecosystems at risk. 
Wind of the Spirit, blow through us and bring us the compassion we see in Christ Jesus. 
Blow through us and refresh us as your faithful followers, 
equipped to serve the world you love in his name, 
as together we say the words he taught us “Our Father…” 
 
Benediction 
Go now, sent by the one who was sent by God. 
Walk in the light; testify to the resurrection of Christ; 
forgive the sins of all, and live at peace with one another. 
And may God bless you with life forever; 
May Christ Jesus breathe his Spirit and peace into you; 
And may the Holy Spirit lead you into the life and light of God. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,........In the name of Christ. Amen. 


