
Home Sunday Worship for July 12, 2020  
 

 
Call to Worship (written by Rev. MaryAnn R. Rennie) 
This place for us is Holy Ground. 
The place where we sing songs of praise to the Lord, 
and repeat the stories of faith 
that inspire us to respond to Christ’s love. 
God called us here, 
in whispering winds and in burning flames, 
and with his presence 
disarms us of the barriers we have placed around us. 
Instead God meets us in our vulnerability, 
our humanity. 
Let us worship the Lord. 
 
Prayer 
Ever faithful Father, ever loving Lord Jesus, ever comforting Holy Spirit, what an awesome 
privilege it is be gathered in your name to celebrate this gift of life you have given to us. What 
tremendous honour it is for us to be invited to be standing on Holy ground filled with your 
presence. Our desire this morning is that we would fill the Sanctuaries of our hearts with praises 
and prayers. We are here to respond to the love of Jesus. Speak to us and renew us. In Jesus 
name we pray. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading: Exodus 3:1-5 
Exo 3:1-5 (NIV)  Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he 
led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  2  There the angel of 
the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire 
it did not burn up.  3  So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not 
burn up."  4  When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, 
"Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am."  5  "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 

Sermon: WHAT DO YOU SEE? (Rev. Dorne Cornish, St. Columba) 
Moses had led a charmed life. Rescued from certain death as an infant he had been raised in 
Pharaoh's royal household with all the benefits of royalty. Circumstances caused him to flee to the 
distant land of Midian. He found favor with Jethro, a priest, and married Zipporah, one of Jethro's 
daughters. But he was, in their eyes an Egyptian, a foreigner and was given the lowly menial job of 
a shepherd, tending his father-in-law’s sheep. Far from the exalted halls of Pharaoh's palace he 
had sunk about as low as he could go. The future for him looked very bleak. 
 
Then a miracle happened. An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush. 
The bush was blazing but was not consumed. It certainly got his attention and he turned aside to 
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look closer. Having gotten his attention God spoke: “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from 
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 
 
I wonder, how many times Moses had passed by that same bush without seeing it. Was that bush 
different from any others in the area? Probably not, all bushes look pretty much the same. But on 
this day he saw it in a way he had not seen it before. I know only too well how easy it is to look at 
something without seeing it. But suddenly Moses knew he was in the presence of God, and the 
place upon which he was standing was holy ground because of that presence. The presence was 
not something imagined: it was real. 
 
The prophet Isaiah had a similar experience. It is believed that Isaiah, the son of Amoz was of a 
priestly family. He would have been a regular visitor and participant in the temple worship. But one 
day it was different and as he entered he was confronted with an image of the Lord, sitting on a 
throne, high and lofty and his robe filled the temple. He saw two strange creatures and heard a 
voice declaring: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory."  (Is. 
6:1-3) 
 
It was an earth-shaking moment and, overcome, Isaiah saw himself in a way he had never seen 
before. He cried out: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!"  (Is. 6:5) 
 
I wonder, how many times Isaiah had entered the temple, how many times he worshipped there 
without confronting, or being confronted with, his need for confession, his need for repentance, his 
need for forgiveness...without ever seeing and experiencing that, like Moses, he was standing in a 
holy place, in the very presence of the living God? That is a fearful thought and for Isaiah, as it had 
been with Moses, it was a transforming moment. 
 
I wonder if we are sometimes like Moses, going about our daily routines, unseeing as it were, and 
unaware that wherever we are and whatever we are doing, we are to do it as unto God, for we do 
indeed stand on holy ground.  
I wonder too, when we attended worship services, if we do so with the expectancy that we will find 
ourselves in the presence of God himself, and that he just might have a word for us.  
 
We are living in a strange time. Everything has been disrupted. Our usual routines have been 
interrupted, nothing is quite the same as it was before. We find ourselves somewhat isolated from 
friends we are used to seeing, can no longer come and go as we please. That's pretty hard to 
accept because one of the things we are learning, if we didn't know it before, is that we are indeed 
creatures of habit, we have routines that we follow, often without any conscious thought. Too often, 
so engrossed with ourselves, our likes and dislikes, that we walk through much of the day without 
really seeing the beauty all around us.  
 
We decry the fact that we are unable to meet for worship as we are used to doing. But I wonder, 
how often we have attended because it is part of our routine, something we are used to doing, 
because it has become something of a habit, without ever realizing we are indeed entering into a 
holy space where God awaits to confront us with his holy truth, about ourselves. 
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What is the Word of God in all this? How is he using this critical time?  I keep hearing that things 
are going to be different after this is all over, and I hope and pray that is true. It is like God is 
saying "STOP!" and take stock, asking "what adjustments need to be made to make this a better, 
more loving and caring world? " 
 
The Psalmist admonishes us to: "be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him." (37:7) 
And God, speaking through the Psalmist says: "be still and know that I am God." (46:10) 
 
It is hard for us to be still. We are so used to being busy, we are so used to "doing" something, 
anything to occupy our time. No wonder there is so much anxiety, so much stress in our society. 
So many are addicted to cell-phones and electronic devices that keep us connected, albeit at 
arm’s length, with others. The thought of being alone, out of touch is frightening. It is hard for us to 
be still. 
 
John Wesley's mother Susanna bore 19 children, of whom 9 survived. Her husband was the rector 
of an Anglican Church in eighteenth century England. She was a very busy woman managing a 
large family in a small house. But every day, without fail, she would move her rocker into the center 
of the living space, sit down and pull her apron up over her heard. It was a signal to her children 
that this was their mother's time out, a time for her to be still and wait upon the Lord; a time of 
prayer and conversation with God. She knew how important it was "to be still and wait patiently for 
the Lord."  
 
Whether we like it or not the pandemic has given, or forced upon us, the time to be still, the time to 
refocus how we live, the time to evaluate and reconsider our commitment to God in whose 
presence we stand. What better way to turn this time into a positive as we open our eyes to the 
reality of his presence with us, to discover that the bush still burns, if we have the eyes to see, and 
that we do indeed stand on holy ground, in the very presence of God! To him be the praise and 
glory forever. Amen 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Heavenly Father, we come before you with our offerings. Holy Spirit guide us throughout the week 
in ways to help others. May we have opportunities to show love, grace and faith through through 
this time apart. Amen. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession (Rev. Dorne Cornish, St. Columba) 
O gracious God, we come to you in prayer, as we have been taught to do. What a privilege it is to 
come into your very presence with the assurance that you are always ready and eager to receive 
and hear us. What a comfort it is to know the very depth of your love, like an ever flowing well that 
never runs dry. By your Word all that is came to be; by your Spirit are we imbued with life; by your 
Son we we are forgiven for our errant ways and restored to wholeness by your grace.  
 
We are living in difficult times and we would especially pray this day for our Prime Minister, the 
Premiers of our provinces and the health authorities who have such great responsibility for the 
well-being of our country. They have difficult decisions to make, under much pressure and we 
would pray that they be inspired and guided by your Spirit. For the health professionals, those on 
the front lines of the fight against the virus we pray they will feel the love, support and 
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encouragement they so richly deserve. We pray also, O Lord, that we will do our part, not only 
looking out for ourselves, to keep others around us safe. Give us patience O Lord, born of a certain 
trust that you are with us and that your love never fails. May we reflect that love in our attitudes 
toward others. 
 
We pray also for our neighbors who share this planet with us. They too are struggling. Many do not 
have the resources we have, many are destitute, hungry, and alone.  
 
We give thanks for the support and encouragement we receive from each other, looking forward to 
that time when we once gain can meet together in worship. Knowing we are one in the Holy Spirit 
we continue to worship you in Spirit and in Truth as you bid us to do.  
 
In Jesus name we pray, as we say together the prayer he taught his disciples: 
 
 “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by your name. 
 Your kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
 forever. Amen.”    
 
Benediction (Rev. Dorne Cornish, St. Columba) 
“Now, as you move into the week before us, may you know yourselves to always be in the 
presence of God: May you know his presence before you, there to be a guiding light on your 
journey; may you know his presence behind you, there to speak the encouraging word as you 
need it; may you know his presence by your side, there to be your constant companion; and may 
you know his presence above you, there to watch over and keep you safe.  
And so, may the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be upon you, this day and 
in all the days to come.”  
 
 
 


